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CHANDRASEKHARA VENKATA RAMAN

Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman (C.V. Raman) was born in 1888
of poor parents; even in his teens he had an unusual yearning
to understand the nature of things. He started experimental
science at 15 in his college at Madras. Since research was not
yet a profession in India he appeared and passed the Financial
Civil Service Examination and at eighteen and a half was appoin-
ted the youngest Assistant Accountant General in the Government
of India. While he did his office work with diligence he pursued
science '"before and after office hours" mainly at a place he
had discovered in Calcutta - The Indian Association for the
Cultivation of Science (IACS) - which was @ haven to him. His
scientific investigations attracted the attention of scientists
both inside and outside India. Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, The Vice
Chancellor of the Calcutta University known for encouraging
and gathering exceptional telent in the country was SO struck
by Raman's genius that he offered him a Chair of Physics. Raman
accepted it in 1917 although he suffered considerable financial
loss. He attracted a large number of students and JACS became
a hive of scientific activity. It was here that he also made the
discovery which made him and India famous. Later (1933) he
left Calcutta to become the Director of the Indian Institute
of Science (liSc), Bangalore. On his formal retirement from IISc
he established the Raman Research Institute of in 1948. He
trained scores of students, published hundreds of scientific papers
and monographs, founded the Indian Academy of Sciences in
1934, started and ran many scientific journals, and carried on
his personal research right upto his death in 1970. During this
remarkable career Raman made many major scientific discoveries
in the field of acoustics, ultrasonics, optics, magnetism, X-rays,

etc. His interests ranged over a wide canvas, from astronomy s

and meteorology all the way to physiology- To a country that
was fighting for independence and was trying to establish its

identity, he became a symbol of its intellectual resurgence. -

to both young and old, because of the impact he made on thé -
rest of the world. When he died in 1970, the philosopher President
of India said : ;

"C.V. Raman was great teacher. His knowledge was not confined:
to the physical sciences. In this overspecialised world his breadii
of knowledge was remarkable. He combined the highest intellec-
tual integrity with a winning warmth of heart... He was our
most illustrious scientist who continued for many years to guicle
the scientific progress of India" e o o

- S. Radhakrishran.
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