.

i,

gIR Chandrasekhar Ven-
kata Raman has joined
the immortals.

I cannot say whether C. V,
Raman believed in  personal im-
mortality or the immortality of the
soul, Once when I asked him whe=
ther he believed in the Law of
Karma, he replied that the pro=-
blem did not inteiest him,

It may seem exuraordinary that
for a sclentist so versatile as Ra-
man the deeper problems of life
and after-life had no interest, The
leason may be that he was so pro=
foundly absorbed in the scientific
explorations that engaged his im-
mediate attention that he did not
have the Inclination to go from
rhysics to metaphysics,

In this respecl he was in strik-
ing contrasi to his one-time col-
league and fellow-worker, Dr, K.
S. Krishnan who was the firs
Director of the National Physical
Laboratory. Though .Dr, Krishnan
was nearly as gicat a. scientist &s
Sir €, V. Ramarn, his interest in
hig later years turned to philoso-
phy, Few could descant on the
Lymns of the Alwars with the
| knowledge and inlensity of feeling
itha.t Dr, Krishnan displayed,

Unifying force

Raman was always proud to dec-
lare that science was his religion,
In an interesting encounter with
Gandhiji in 1936, Raman declared
Lis credo as follows: “If there Iis
God, we must look for Him in the
universe, If He iz not there, He
is not worth looking for, I am be-
ing looked upon in
ters as am atheist, but I am not.
The growing discoveries in the sci-
ence of astronomy and physics seem
to me to be further and further re-
velation of God. Mahatmaji, reli«
gions cannot unite, Science offers
tihe best opportunity for a complet.e
Zellowship, All men of sclence are
hirothers”

n “What about the converse?”
Ihsked Gandhiji, “All who are mnot
tmen of science are mnot brothers?”

Raman realised  that CGandhiji
had neatly turned the tables on
him, He replied: “But all can be-
come men of scienes,”

Gandhiji rematked: You will
have to present a Karma of Sci-
ence as Islam presents one,

Karma yogi

Ramgan perhaps believed so much
in the power of science to induce
rational behaviour that he Imagin-
ed science as holding the Kkey to
human unity, A disillusioned gene-
ratlon which has =~ witnessed the

varfous quar= -
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narnessing of sclence in the cause
of national aggrandisement or ideo-
logical domination will not share
Raman’s touching faith in seience.

There is obviously a higher Jnana
which transcends the Vijnana of
science, Men like Aurobindo, who
were conscious of the great power
of science to liberate  humanity
from subjection to its physical en-
vironment, also realised that hu-
manity nesded to be liberated from
its selfishness, passions, desives and
Latreds, The scientific quest is no
substitute for the spiritual quest.

In g sense the true scientist is
also a spirituai seeker, as C, V.
Raman exemplified in hig life, He
pursued science with a devotion
and an ¥ndifference to material re-
wards which endow his life with
the quality of a karma yogi

Glowing

Raman opened out new vistas of
knowledgs about light and sound,
colour an.  music, about liguids
and solids, which have earned him
an enduring place in the annals
of science,

He had an infecticus enthusiasm
for the problems in which he was
interested, Once when-I was ab
his Institute to make a respectful
call on him, he was eagerly await-
ing the arrival of some precious
scientific equipment. His impa~
tience reminded me of the eager
anxiety with which g parent await
the birth of a child.

Taking me into one of the rooms
in which he had a collection of
rocks, he announced that he was
taking me into Ali Baha's cave.
By switching on and switching off
lights, I found pieces of rock,
whicnh had been dull and colour-
less earlier, glowing in many col:
ours.

I was a delight to hear him
talk about his work aud his dis-

coveries. In a life crowded with
scientific achievement spread over |
more than sixty years, Raman was |
continually exploring mnew areas, |
exploding old ideas and embarking |
on new investigations. '

Devotion

Dr. V. 8. Subramaniam, a lead- |
ing ENT special'st, once told me |
that after listening to a leciure hy |
Sir C. V. Raman on how the ear!
functioned he felt how little he
knew about the ear and how much
remained to ke known aboui the
mystery of sound and the organ
that makes it meaningful. Ha
said he was amazed that a physi-
cist should have explored fhe
functions of the ear so thoroughly
and revealed so much that was noi
known to medical men specialising ||
in the subject.

Perhaps the greatest contribution
of Raman to India is the Iarge
band of scientists who have learnt
from him or worked with him.
Raman was unhappy over the fact
that{ despile the large number of
na..onai laberatories set up ai
great expense since Independ-
ence, the creative output of these
laboratories 'was very little., Free
India’s outstanding original con-
tributions to scientific knowledge, |
apart from the work of Ramani
and one or two others; huve been
negligible; Raman once remerked‘
that our national laboratories have |
becorne mausoleums for sclentific |
equipment, e

Raman was sn suthentic genius; |
who had the courage and the will
to pursue his scienlific — Interesis
without worrying abouj h's career §
or income, GCreat scientific work |}
cannot perhapy be done withoub
such transcendental devotion, That
is the lesson of Raman's life and
achievement for the younger scieil-
tisls in the counlryy
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