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The life and times of the chemist, Fritz the air. This led to the synthesis of nitro- 
.Haber, as recounted by S. Ramaseshan, gen fertilizers, which helped grow more 
i l l  his article 'The alnoral scientist - food to feed the world's population. Iro- 
Notes on the life of Fritz Haber' (Cu1-r, nically, Haber can hardly be described as 
Sci., 1999, 77, 1 110-1 1 12), makes exce-. . a humane person. Haber was the father of 
]lent reading. Haber became famous for chemical warfare. He started the use of 
Synthesizing ammqnia from nitrogen in chlorine gas in wArlhre and was quite 

clear and logical about its 'advantages': 
it produces violent coughing, corrodes 
the eyes, nose, mouth, throat and lungs. 
Being heavier than air, it sinks deep into 
the trenches and forces soldiers out into 
the open, where they can be effectively 
killed! The translation of this cold clini- 








